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At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Humane 
Society,  June  8th,  1813 — 

Voted ,  That  the  Hon.  Joshua  Thomas,  the  Hon.  John  Da¬ 
vis,  Benjamin  Bussey,  Ebenezer  Hancock,  and  William 
Hammatt,  Esquires,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  James 
Kendall,  and  thank  him  for  the  Discourse  this  day  delivered 
by  him  before  the  Society,  and  request  a  copy  for  the  press. 


Attest ?  CHARLES  DAVIS,  Redding  Sedry* 


THE  PRESIDENT, 

THE  VICE  PRESIDENTS, 

AND  OTHER  OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS 

^ 

OF  THE 

HUMANE  SOCIETY  of  MASSACHUSETTS, 

THE  FOLLOWING 

DISCOURSE^ 

PUB  LISHED  AT  THEIR  REQUEST, 

IS  VERY  RESPECTFULLY 

INSCRIBED  BY 

THE  AUTHOR. 


DISCOURSE. 


ONE  of  the  excellencies  of  the  Institution, 
whose  anniversary  we  celebrate,  and  whose  interest 
we  are  now  assembled  to  promote,  is,  that  it  asso¬ 
ciates  philosophical  investigation  and  medical  sci¬ 
ence  with  moral  and  religious  improvement.  Hence 
the  appointment  of  gentlemen  from  different  profes¬ 
sions  to  deliver  a  publick  discourse,  illustrative  of 
the  principles,  and  connected  with  the  objects  of 
this  benevolent  association.  And  hence  also  the 
propriety  of  these  annual  performances  bearing  the 
stamp  of  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  speaker.  For 
those,  especially,  who  minister  at  the  altar,  (with 
perhaps  a  few  exceptions)  to  undertake  on  these  oc¬ 
casions  to  explore  the  regions  of  philosophy,  to  lec¬ 
ture  on  anatomy,  or  by  a  chymical  process  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  nature  and  qualities  of  air  necessary  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  vital  principle,  or  to  restore  vital  action, 
besides  savouring  a  little  of  vanity — would  defeat 
one  design  of  the  institution,  without  answering  the 
reasonable  expectations  of  its  respectable  and  hon¬ 
ourable  members.  The  preacher  could  not  ad¬ 
vance  far,  before  it  would  be  manifest,  in  most  in¬ 
stances,  to  every  intelligent  observer,  by  the  awk- 
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wardness  of  his  movement,  that  he  had  mistaken  his 
path  ;  that  he  had  wandered  out  of  his  way ;  that  he 
was  in  fact  lost ;  while  his  audience  would  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  that  kind  of  painful  solicitude,  which  is 
felt,  while  standing  around  a  subject  of  suspended 
animation,  until  it  be  ascertained  whether  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  life  be  extinguished,  or  the  powers  of  ac¬ 
tion  only  suspended. 

Leaving,  therefore,  these  important  branches  of 
science,  interwoven  as  they  are  with  the  best  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  Humane  Society,  to  gentlemen  whose 
whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  these  subjects,  and 
who  from  this  circumstance  alone  are  competent  to 
treat  them  with  honour  to  themselves,  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  an  audience,  and  with  advantage  to  the  insti¬ 
tution — 1  shall  confine  myself  chiefly  to  the  moral 
and  religious  duties  growing  out  of  it.  With  a 
view  to  inculcate  these  duties  with  greater  effect,  I 
shall  hold  up  to  this  respectable  assembly  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  our  Lord  himself,  the  spirit  and  temper  of 
whose  religion  are  exhibited  in  those  memorable 
words,  recorded  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  St.  Luke’s 
gospel,  and  fifty  sixth  verse  : 

FOR  THE  SON  OF  MAN  IS  NOT  COME  TO  DESTROY  MEN’S 
LIVES  J  BUT  TO  SAVE  THEM. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  these  words  were  ad¬ 
dressed  to  two  of  the  disciples,  who,  from  a  spirit  of 
retaliation,  rather  than  a  Christian  temper,  demanded 
of  their  divine  Master  permission  to  call  down  fire 
from  heaven  to  consume  the  Samaritans,  because 
they  did  not  receive  him.  Our  Lord,  to  convince 
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them,  that  they  had  lost  sight  of  the  spirit  and  ge¬ 
nius  of  his  religion,  that  his  kingdom  was  not  to  be 
propagated  by  violence,  that  it  prefers  mercy  to  sa¬ 
crifice,  and  peace  to  the  sword,  replied  somewhat 
sternly;  Ye  know  not  what  manner  of  spi¬ 
rit  ye  are  of  :  For  the  Son  of  Man  is  not 

COME  TO  DESTROY  MEN’S  LIVES,  BUT  TO  SAVE 
THEM. 

As  these  words  were  evidently  spoken  with  pri¬ 
mary  reference  to  temporal  life,  I  shall  be  justified 
by  the  occasion  in  considering  them  chiefly  in  this 
view.  And  they  seem  naturally  to  suggest  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inquiries : 

In  what  manner  did  Jesus  Christ  demonstrate  the 
truth  of  the  declaration  in  the  text  ? 

How  far  is  his  example,  more  particularly  as  it  re¬ 
spects  the  preservation  of  life,  imitable  by  us  ?  And 

What  are  the  motives,  which  urge  us,  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  to  be  followers  of  Him. 

To  answer  these  inquiries  is  the  design  of  the 
present  discourse.  In  discharging  the  duty  assign¬ 
ed  me  by  the  Humane  Society  of  Massachusetts,  I 
might  rely  with  great  confidence  on  their  liberality 
and  candour.  But,  especially,  and  even  more  con¬ 
fidently,  do  I  rely  on  the  smiles  of  that  benevolent 
Being,  who  beholds  with  a  propitious  eye  the  hum¬ 
blest  effort  to  promote  the  cause  of  humanity  ;  and 
who  will  not  suffer  even  a  cup  of  cold  water,  given 
in  his  name,  to  go  unrewarded. 

I.  How,  then,  does  it  appear,  that  the  Son  of 
Man  came  not  to  destroy,  but  to  save  life  ? 
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It  is  manifest  from  his  doctrines,  that  this  was 
one  great  object  of  his  heavenly  mission.  All  his 
publick  discourses  breathe  a  spirit  of  the  most  gen¬ 
erous  philanthropy,  and  their  object  seems  to  be, 
either  to  prevent  the  miseries,  or  meliorate  the  con¬ 
dition  of  mankind.  Nothing  was  nearer  his  heart, 
than  to  see  his  disciples  cherishing  and  displaying 
the  same  heavenly  temper.  He  measures  their  love 
to  himself  by  the  warmth  and  activity  of  their  be¬ 
nevolence  to  their  suffering  fellow  creatures.  Not 
only  the  smallest  act  of  humanity,  proceeding  from 
Christian  principle,  has  the  promise  of  reward;  but 
the  disposition  only,  vrhere  there  are  no  means  of 
ministering  to  the  relief  of  human  suffering.  Scarce¬ 
ly  had  he  commenced  his  publick  ministry,  when 
he  held  out  this  encouragement,  and  pronounced 
this  sublime  benediction  on  the  friends  of  humanity  : 
44  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy.”*  And  in  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
sublime  discourses,!  which  he  ever  delivered,  and 
where  he  causes  all  the  solemnities  of  the  final  judg¬ 
ment  to  pass  in  review  before  us,  it  is  worthy  of  re¬ 
mark,  that  benevolence,  or  humanity,  is  not  merely 
the  leading,  but  the  only  virtue,  on  the  possession 
and  exercise  of  which  is  suspended  the  final  destiny 
of  mankind.  We  are  not  to  infer,  however,  from 
this  representation,  that  commiseration  for  human 
suffering  is  the  only  qualification  for  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Much  less,  that  it  wi)1  purchase  a  licence 
for  a  thousand  vices.  But  as  this  is  made  to  take 


*  Matth.  v.  7. 
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the  lead,  and  to  represent  all  other  virtues,  we  must 
conclude  from  the  representation,  that  it  holds  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  rank  ;  that  it  is  absolutely  indispensable  in 
the  Christian  character  ;  and  that,  without  humanity, 
whatever  other  virtues  we  may  pretend  to,  we  can¬ 
not  enjoy  life  eternal.  The  story  of  the  good  Sa¬ 
maritan  was  introduced  for  the  express  purpose  of 
illustrating  the  nature  and  inculcating  the  exercise 
of  this  heavenly  temper.  And  we  are  taught  from 
this  interesting  narrative  not  to  confine  our  acts  of 
kindness  and  mercy  to  our  own  household ;  nor  to 
our  own  religious  or  political  sect,  or  denomination  ; 
nor  even  to  those  of  our  own  country.  But,  where  - 
ever  there  is  human  suffering,  there  is  an  object  of 
our  compassion  ;  and,  if  we  have  the  means  and  an 
opportunity  to  relieve,  or  mitigate  it,  like  this  gen¬ 
erous  philanthropist,  we  are  to  shew  mercy  by  bind¬ 
ing  up  the  wounds,  and  pouring  out  our  oil  and 

our  wine  for  the  unfortunate  sufferer.* 

* 

That  Christ  came  to  save  life  will  further  appear, 
if  we  consider  the  tendency  of  his  doctrines  and  pre¬ 
cepts.  What  are  the  natural  consequences  of  those 
vices,  against  which  he  so  solemnly  warns  us  ?  Do 
they  not  tend  directly  to  impair  health,  to  enfeeble 
and  prostrate  the  constitution,  and  to  destroy  life  ? 
How  many  blooming  youth,  who,  by  the  structure 
of  their  frame  and  the  firmness  of  their  nerves,  seem¬ 
ed  destined  by  their  Creator  for  the  enjoyment  of 
sound  health  and  long  life,  have  we  seen  to  spurn 
the  invaluable  blessing ;  and,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
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press  prohibition  of  the  gospel,  to  offer  themselves 
a  living,  voluntary  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  intempe¬ 
rance  and  profligacy  !  Ask  the  votary  and  victim  of 
criminal  pleasure,  why  fades  the  cheek,  that  so  late¬ 
ly  glowed  with  health  and  beauty  ?  Why  sinks  and 
deadens  the  eye,  that  once  sparkled  with  innocence 
and  purity  ?  Why  lingers  and  coagulates  the  blood, 
that  frolicked  in  sportive  mazes  from  the  heart  to  the 
limbs,  conveying  in  its  vivid  current  life  and  vigour 
to  every  member,  and  froifi  every  member  returning 
with  life  again  ?  And  he  will  tell  you,  if  he  tell  the 
truth,  that  the  huntress  has  pursued  and  wasted  his 
“  precious  life  That  the  serpent  which  beguiled 
him,  and  which  he  mistook  for  pleasure,  had  drain¬ 
ed  him  of  his  best  blood  ;  and,  to  poison  the  poor 
remains,  had  left  the  sting  of  death  still  festering  at 
the  heart.  “  A  wound  and  dishonour  hath  he  got- 
u  ten,  and  his  reproach  shall  not  be  wiped  away.5’^ 
But  the  Saviour  of  the  world  hath  pointed  out  a 
safer,  a  more  pleasant,  though  narrower  path.  The 
very  self-denial  he  enjoins,  and  which  abridges  us 
of  no  real  enjoyment,  but  sweetens  and  ennobles 
every  innocent  and  rational  one,  is  for  the  most  part 
only  the  price  of  health,  of  peace,  and  not  un frequent¬ 
ly  of  long  life.  Solomon,  who  learnt  from  experi¬ 
ence  as  much  as  any  man,  and  who  often  spoke  the 
language  and  breathed  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  has 
taught  us  the  tendency  and  the  happy  effects  of  a 
virtuous  course,  as  it  respects  the  present  life. 
“  My  son,  forget  not  my  law ;  but  let  thine  heart 
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u  keep  my  commandments :  For  length  of  days,  and 
“  long  life,  and  peace  shall  they  add  unto  thee. 
“  My  son,  attend  to  my  words ;  incline  thine  ear 
<£  unto  my  sayings ;  let  them  not  depart  from  thine 
“  eyes  :  keep  them  in  the  midst  of  thine  heart  : 

“  For  they  are  life  unto  those  that  find  them,  and 
“  health  to  all  their  flesh.”* 

But,  although  uninterrupted  health  and  long  life 
are  not  always  found  in  the  path  of  virtue  ;  although 
in  a  world,  like  this,  beset  by  innumerable  accidents, 
and  where  infection  lurks  in  the  food,  that  nourishes, 
and  riots  in  the  air  we  breathe,  the  Christian  armour 
will  not  always  shield  us  from  the  attacks  of  disease, 
nor  ward  off  the  arrow  of  death  ;  yet  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  virtuous  man,  who  possesses  the 
spirit,  and  whose  life  is  regulated  by  the  precepts 
and  maxims  of  the  gospel,  has  greatly  the  advantage 
over  the  man  of  pleasure  in  this  world.  His  enjoy- 
ments,  measured  by  their  degree,  whatever  may  be 
the  comparative  duration,  will  far  exceed  those  that 
result  fr^m  criminal  indulgence.  To  whatever  pe¬ 
riod  his  days  may  be  limited,  he  will  have  lived  long 
enough  for  himself  and  for  immortality.  For  hon¬ 
ourable  AGE  IS  NOT  THAT  WHICH  STANDETH 
IN  LENGTH  OF  TIME,  NOR  THAT  IS  MEASURED 
BY  NUMBER  OF  YEARS;  BUT  WISDOM  IS  THE 
GRAY  HAIR  UNTO  MEN,  AND  AN  UNSPOTTED 
LIFE  IS  OLD  AGE  — RIGHTEOUSNESS  IS  IM¬ 
MORTAL. f 


*  Prov.  iii.  12.— iv.  20,  21,  22. 
f  Wisdom  of  Solomon  i.  15.  Sc  iv.  8,  9. 
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The  pacifick  temper,  which  the  gospel  breathes, 
and  which  it  recommends  and  inculcates,  is  an  evi¬ 
dence,  that  its  benevolent  author  came  not  to  de¬ 
stroy,  but  to  save  life.  I  am  aware,  it  has  been  ob¬ 
jected,  but  not  by  the  friends  of  humanity,  that  one 
professed  design  of  the  gospel  is  to  destroy  life,  and 
to  destroy  it  by  one  of  the  severest  scourges  of  heav¬ 
en,  the  sword  ;  and  that  the  Saviour  has  been  quo¬ 
ted  with  exultation  in  support  of  the  objection. 
“  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  send  peace  on 
earth  ;  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword. 
But  nothing  can  be  more  uncandid  and  illiberal, 
than  to  bring  the  charge  of  cruelty  against  the  Sa¬ 
viour  or  his  religion.  Besides  the  express  declara¬ 
tion  in  the  text,  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gospel  is  op¬ 
posed  to  it.  The  precepts  and  example  of  Christ, 
with  every  miracle  he  wrought,  may  be  brought  to 
silence  the  objection.  It  is  impossible,  therefore, 
that  the  passage  just  quoted  could  have  been  de¬ 
signed  originally  to  favour  it.  This  declaration  was 
unquestionably  made  with  express  reference  to  the 
first  publishers  of  Christianity,  and  with  a  full  view 
of  the  persecutions,  to  which  they  would  be  sub¬ 
jected  in  propagating  a  new  religion  among  Jews 
and  pagans  a  religion  adverse  to  the  prejudices 
ql  the  one,  and  directly  levelled  against  the  super¬ 
stitions  of  the  other.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  honest  sin¬ 
cerity  of  the  great  Founder  of  our  holy  religion,  and 
his  disposition  and  determination  to  apprize  his  dis- 
piples  of  the  evils  they  must  encounter,  and  to  for^ 


*  Math,  x-  34, 
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tify  their  minds  against  the  warfare,  into  which  they 
were  entering,  arising  from  the  opposition  that  a- 
waited  them.  Dr  Campbell  remarks  on  the  pas¬ 
sage  that  it  is  “  an  energetic  mode  of  expressing  the 
“  certainty  of  a  foreseen  consequence  of  any  measure, 
“  by  representing  it  as  the  purpose  for  which  the 
“  measure  was  adopted.  This  idiom,”  he  adds, 
“  is  familiar  to  the  Orientals,  and  not  unfrequent  in 
“  other  authors,  especially  poets  and  orators.”* 

If  it  be  urged,  that  the  objection  is  applicable  to 
other  periods  of  the  Christian  era ;  so  also,  we  reply, 
is  the  same  general  answer.  But  whatever  evils 
may  have  existed  at  any  period  of  the  Christian 
church,  they  are  not  chargeable  to  Christianity  ;  but 
to  those  unhallowed  passions,  which  it  was  design¬ 
ed  and  is  calculated  to  subdue  and  controul,  but 
which  were  never  sanctified  by  its  truth.  To  the 
advocates  of  violence,  therefore,  or  a  blind  and  big¬ 
oted  zeal  in  propagating  religious  opinions,  it  is  suf¬ 
ficient  to  say  in  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  a  similar  temper  and  conduct ;  Ye  know 

NOT  WHAT  MANNER  OP  SPIRIT  YE  ARE  OF  ; 

For  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  destroy 
men’s  lives,  but  to  save  them. 

He  is  called  by  way  of  eminence  the  Prince 
of  Peace.|  And  it  was  early  predicted  by  inspi¬ 
ration,  that  in  his  reign  the  righteous  should  pros¬ 
per,  and  there  should  be  abundance  of  peace.  The 
heavenly  hosts,  who  greeted  his  introduction  into 
the  world,  foreseeing  the  happy  effects,  that  would 

^  Vide  Campbell  in  loc.  Vol.  iv.  f  Isaiah  ix.  6, 
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ultimately  result  from  this  joyous  event  on  the  tem¬ 
per  and  conduct  of  mankind,  announced  it  not  only 
by  ascribing  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest; 
but  by  proclaiming  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  towards  men.*  If  the  influence  of  the 
gospel  were  but  as  extensive  as  its  light ;  if  its  pow¬ 
er  were  felt  and  displayed  wherever  its  form  is  as¬ 
sumed  ;  the  ancient  prediction  would  already  have 
been  verified,  and  the  truth  of  this  heavenly  proc¬ 
lamation  been  manifest  to  the  world.  Alas,  that 
the  heart  of  man  should  be  so  slow  to  yield  to  its 
heavenly  influence !  That  the  lovers  of  life  should 
not  prefer  tranquillity  to  discord,  benevolence  to 
wrath,  peace  to  the  sword  !  That  the  human  breast, 
which  ought  to  be  a  temple  for  the  celestial  Dove 
to  rest  in,  and  the  seat  of  all  the  virtues,  should  be 
the  dark  abode  of  conflicting  passions,  where  rankle 
in  eternal  strife  those  lusts  from  whence  come  wars 
and  fightings  !  God  of  peace  !  Speed  the  approach 
of  that  glorious  day,  spoken  of  by  prophets  and  de¬ 
sired  by  saints,  when  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  and 
the  alarm  of  war  shall  cease  l  When  nations  shall 
beat  their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears 
into  pruninghooks,  and  learn  war  no  more  ! 
When  man  shall  no  longer  be  the  enemy  of  man  ! 
When  his  hands,  instead  of  reeking  with  triumph  in 
a  brother’s  blood,  shall  be  employed  in  acts  of 
beneficence  and  mercy  l  When,  under  the  mild 
influence  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  and  following  the 
steps  of  his  divine  Master,  he  shall  go  about,  not  to 


*  Luke  ii;  14. 
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destroy,  but  to  save  life  !  When  a  weary  and  bleed¬ 
ing  world  shall  find  rest  and  refreshment,  under 
the  shadow  of  the  tree  of  life,  whose  leaves  are  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations  ! 

“  How  pitiful  in  the  eye  of  reason  and  religion,” 
said  the  immortal  Washington,  “  is  that  false  am- 
“  bition,  which  desolates  the  world  with  fire  and 
“  sword,  for  the  purpose  of  conquest  and  fame, 
“  when  compared  to  the  milder  virtues  of  making 
“  our  neighbours  and  our  fellow  men,  as  happy  as 
“  their  frail  condition  and  perishable  natures  will 
“  permit  them  to  be.”*  O,  that  the  spirit  of  this 
departed  patriot  and  philanthropist  might  again  re¬ 
visit  his  oppressed,  paralysed  country,  “  whose 
whole  head  is  sick  and  her  whole  heart  faint and, 
in  the  mild  majestick  form  of  another  Washington, 
reanimate  her  sleeping  energies,  restore  her  vital  ac¬ 
tion,  and  raise  her  once  more  from  degradation  and 
jjiin  to  dignity,  prosperity,  and  glory  ! 

But  a  greater  than  Washington  is  here,  whose 
miracles  are  in  concert  with  his  doctrines  to  shewq 
that  one  object  of  his  heavenly  mission  was  to  set 
an  example  for  the  exercise  of  the  “  milder  virtues” 
by  not  destroying,  but  by  saving  life.  If  there  had 
been  any  thing  wanting  of  tenderness  and  commis¬ 
eration  in  the  doctrines  of  the  compassionate  Jesus, 
it  would  have  been  more  than  supplied  by  his  mira¬ 
cles.  Benevolence  and  sympathy  were  the  princi¬ 
ples,  that  moved  this  divine  philanthropist  to  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  his  miraculous  power,  and  the  relief  or 

*  See  Pres,  Washington’s  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Humane  Society. 


16 


mitigation  of  human  misery  were  the  objects  to 
which  it  was  directed.  He  went  about  doing  good, 
and  was  never  weary  of  it,  so  long  as  he  could  give 
sight  to  the  blind,  speech  to  the  dumb,  hearing  to 
the  deaf,  soundness  to  the  maimed,  and  life  to  the 
dead,  as  well  as  the  gospel  of  salvation  to  the  poor. 
In  proof  of  his  commiseration  for  human  suffering, 
and  his  desire  to  preserve  life,  we  might  appeal  to 
the  multitude,  who  partook  of  the  fruit  of  his  com¬ 
passion,  and  were  filled.*  The  poor  afflicted  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  been  visited  many  years  with  a  dis¬ 
tressing  infirmity,  and  spent  all  her  living  in  vain  to 
be  freed  from  it,  will  tell  you,  such  was  the  sympa¬ 
thy  of  her  Lord,  such  his  disposition  to  save  life, 
that  by  touching  only  the  hem  of  his  garment  she 
was  healed  ;  and,  not  only  healed,  but  her  fears  al¬ 
layed,  her  trembling  heart  soothed  and  comforted, 
and  health  and  peace  restored  to  her.f  The  Son 
of  man  was  not  content,  however,  with  delivering 
the  living  from  suffering,  and  preserving  their  lives 
from  destruction  ;  but  extended  his  power  to  the 
dead.  Such  was  his  aversion  to  the  last  enemv, 
such  his  pity  for  the  bereaved,  and  such  his  delight 
in  saving  life,  that  he  called  back  the  departed  spirit 
to  its  deserted  tabernacle  ;  and,  not  merely  revived 
the  powers  of  suspended  animation,  but  rekindled 
the  vital  spark,  when  extinguished,  and  lighted  up 
anew  “the  candle  of  the  Lord,”  that  it  might  cheer 
and  comfort  again  them,  that  were  clad  in  sackcloth 
and  sitting  in  darkness.  In  support  of  this,  need  I 


*  Matt.  xv.  3" 


t  Luke.viii.  48. 
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remind  you  of  the  daughter  of  Jairus  Or  point 
you  to  the  bier,  that  supported  the  young  man  of 
Nain,  the  only  son  of  his  mother,  and  she  a  widow  ?f 
Need  I  conduct  you  to  the  grave  of  his  friend,  Laz¬ 
arus,  where  the  Son  of  man  will  exhibit  at  once  an 
example  of  sympathy  and  commiseration  for  the  liv¬ 
ing,  and  of  power  and  triumph  over  death  and  the 
grave 

But  I  am  raising  the  example  of  Christ  too  high 
for  human  imitation.  I  will  return,  and  inquire, 
II.  How  far  his  example,  more  particularly  as 
respects  the  preservation  of  life,  is  imitable  by  us. 

We  can  do  something  towards  the  preservation  of 
our  own  lives.  Not  that  we  can  perpetuate  our  ex¬ 
istence  in  this  world.  Nor  is  this  desirable,  while 
we  have  the  “  blessed  hope  of  a  better  country, 
“  even  an  heavenly.”  “It  is  appointed  unto  men 
“once  to  die  ji  and  there  is  no  discharge  in  that 
t(  war.” ||  But  we  can  avoid  those  vices,  which 
would  render  us  the  more  obnoxious  to  disease, 
and  bring  on  premature  death.  We  can  abstain 
from  crimes,  which  would  prevent  our  living  out 
more  than  half  our  days,  while  they  destroy  ail  hope 
of  a  happy  existence  beyond  the  grave.  By  keep¬ 
ing  ourselves  unspotted  from  the  vices  of  the  world, 
and  living  in  habits  of  purity,  sobriety,  and  mode¬ 
ration,  after  the  example  of  Him,  who  “  was  holy, 
“  harmless,  and  undefiled, we  have  the  best  securi¬ 
ty  under  providence  for  health  and  life ;  and  are 
c 

*  Mark  v.  42.  f  Luke  vii.  14,  15.  $  John  xi.  14. 

U  Eccl.  viii.  8  Heb.  ix,  27.  §  Heb.  vii.  26. 
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provided  with  a  kind  of  panoply  against  “  the  pes- 
4 4  tilence,  that  walketh  in  darkness,  and  the  destruc- 
44  tion,  that  wasteth  at  noon  day.”*  Such  a  life,  like 
the  blood  sprinkled  on  the  doorposts  of  the  Israel¬ 
ites,  will  often  prove  a  shield  against  the  destroyer . 
Seeing  this  token  of  security  on  the  favourites  of 
heaven,  the  angel  of  death  will  seem  to  pass  over 
them,  and  smite  those,  who  by  their  vices  are  al¬ 
ready  designated  for  his  victims.! 

Temporal  life,  as  well  as  life  eternal,  is  the  gift 
of  God ;  and  we  are  absolutely  dependent  on  him 
for  its  continuance.  But  to  preserve  the  one  as 
much  as  to  obtain  the  other,  we  must  be  44  workers 
44  together  with  God.”  Unnecessarily  to  expose 
health  or  life  is  to  forfeit  these  blessings,  and  44  tempt 
44  the  Lord  our  God.”!  His  protection  is  granted 
us  in  concurrence  with  our  best  endeavours  to  pre¬ 
serve  our  own  lives.  To  take  no  care  in  this  res¬ 
pect  is  not  only  to  forfeit  the  divine  protection  ;  but 
looks  like  a  kind  of  challenge  to  Omnipotence  to 
preserve  a  life,  which  we  ourselves  seem  determin¬ 
ed  to  destro}r.  But  how  many  of  our  fellow  crea¬ 
tures,  candidates  for  immortality,  are  guilty  of  this 
self-destruction  ?  How  many  by  excessive  indul¬ 
gence  commit  a  gradual  suicide  !  How  many  have 

*  Psalms  xci.  6. 

t  Exod.  xii. — ~ — “  It  is  observed  by  two  or  three  ancient  authors,  that 
“Socrates,  notwithstanding  he  lived  in  Athens  during  that  great  plague, 
“  which  has  made  so  much  noise  through  all  ages,  and  has  been  celebrated 
“  at  different  times  by  such  eminent  hands  ;  1  say,  notwithstanding  that  he 
“  lived  in  the  time  of  this  devouring  pestilence,  he  never  caught  the  least  in- 
“  fection,  which  those  writers  unanimously  ascribe  to  that  uninterrupted 
“  temperance  which  he  always  observed.” — Spectator ,  Vol,  S.  JYo.  195. 

£  Math.  iv.  r. 
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fallen  victims  to  intemperance,  whose  lives,  but  for 
this  sin,  had  been  prolonged  as  comforts  to  their 
families  and  friends,  and  blessings  to  society  !  By 
crowding  into  their  veins  the  liquid  fire,  the  firmest 
constitutions  have  been  wasted  and  broken  down, 
and  the  brightest  intellects  consumed  and  lost. 
From  repeated  and  increasing  doses  of  this  life- de¬ 
stroying  poison,  the  powers  of  animation  are  occa¬ 
sionally  suspended,  until  by  a  long  continued  habit 
the  principle  of  life,  if  not  wholly  extinguished,  be¬ 
comes  vitally  affected.  There  is  little,  must  I  say 
no  hope  from  the  resuscitative  art  in  cases  of  this 
kind  ?  The  subject,  indeed,  becomes  cadaverous, 
while  as  yet  some  appearances  of  life  remain.  But, 
when  these  are  gone,  experience  says,  that  to  revive 
the  breathless  carcass,  in  most  cases,  is  a  hopeless 
attempt.  Besides,  the  removal  of  such  an  object, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  is  a  relief  to  society  ; 
and,  such  would  be  the  danger  of  bringing  back  the 
nuisance  by  restoring  life,  and  so  small  the  hope  of 
reclaiming  the  subject,  if  restored,  that  these  consid¬ 
erations,  solemn  and  affecting  as  they  are,  will  be 
found  sufficient  to  prevent,  in  many  instances,  if  not 
the  attempt,  yet  that  patient  perseverance,  which  is 
necessary  to  success,  even  where  the  powers  of  life 
may  be  only  suspended.  But,  although  facts  seem 
too  often  to  speak  this  cold,  despairing  language, 
and  the  world  readily  echos  it ;  yet  humanity,  guid¬ 
ed  by  the  spirit  of  her  divine  exampler,  and  bestow¬ 
ing  her  beneficence  alike  “  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
“good,”  says  to  the  miserable  victim,  Surely, thou 
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ART  MY  BONE  AND  MY  FLESH.*  And,  like  the 
virtuous  sons  of  Noah,f  covering  her  face  from  the 
faults  and  vices  of  the  prostrate  sufferer,  and  re¬ 
garding  chiefly  the  preservation  of  life,  she  will  nev¬ 
er  despair,  so  long  as  her  unwearied,  persevering 
exertions  can  put  in  motion  the  vital  current,  or 
save  a  fellow  mortal  from  a  shameful  death. 

But,  however  small  the  prospect  of  recovering  the 
victims  of  intemperance  ;  yet  much  may  be  done 
by  the  friends  of  humanity  towards  saving  those, 
whose  habits  are  not  yet  confirmed.  And  still  more 
to  prevent  others,  especially  the  rising  generation, 
from  falling  into  this  sin.  We,  therefore,  congrat¬ 
ulate  the  publick  on  a  voluntary  association  recent¬ 
ly  established  in  this  metropolis,  the  nursery  of  ev¬ 
ery  benevolent  and  charitable  institution, — and  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  vicinity— for  the  “  Suppression  of 
Intemperance.’9  Every  lover  of  his  country,  every 
friend  of  humanity,  ought  to  lend  his  aid  and  influ¬ 
ence  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  such  an 
institution,  and  to  carry  into  effect  its  humane  and 
benevolent  design.  It  may  prove  a  Life  Boat  to 
the  community  to  save  from  the  wreck  of  intempe¬ 
rance,  and  deliver  from  a  thousand  perils,  the  lives 
and  services  of  many  valuable  citizens.  It  is  a  no¬ 
ble  imitation  of  the  example  of  Christ ;  for  it  em¬ 
braces  the  interests  of  both  worlds.  While,  by 
preserving  health,  and  life,  and  character,  it  saves 
from  temporal  destruction  ;  by  preserving  the  mor¬ 
als  of  men,  it  may  be  instrumental  in  saving  from 
everlasting  ruin. 


*  Gen.  xxix,  14. 


f  ix,  93. 
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But  there  are  other  cases  where  our  humane  exer¬ 
tions  may  be  successfully  employed  in  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  life.  In  a  world,  like  this,  beset  by  innu¬ 
merable  dangers,  the  purest  and  best  characters,  in 
an  honourable  discharge  of  duty,  are  often  exposed, 
and  liable  to  casualties,  by  which  their  lives  are  put 
in  jeopardy.  Such  casualties,  even  where  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  animation  are  suspended,  it  has  been  ascer¬ 
tained,  do  not  subject  the  sufferer  to  the  immediate 
extinction  of  the  vital  principle.  But  so  “  fearfully 
“  and  wonderfully  are  we  made,”  that  the  vital  func¬ 
tions  can  suffer  only  a  short  suspension  without  af¬ 
fecting  the  vital  organs  in  such  manner,  that  no 
power,  but  Omnipotence,  can  restore  their  action. 
The  precious  moment  for  humanity,  with  an  angel’s 
flight,  to  step  in,  and  apply  her  art,  is  the  interest¬ 
ing  and  momentous  space  between  a  suspension  of 
the  animating  powers,  and  a  total  extinction  of  the 
vital  principle.  And  how  often  d6  opportunities 
occur  for  such  application  in  cases  of  submersion, 
of  suffocation  from  noxious  vapour  or  the  cord,  of  a 
stroke  from  lightning,  or  the  effect  of  cold  ;  in  fine, 
in  all  cases,  where  the  vital  organs  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  are  not  essentially  injured  !  And  how  many 
valuable  members  of  society  have  been  snatched 
from  a  premature  grave  by  the  aid  of  human  benev¬ 
olence  !  how  laudable  the  motives,  how  beneficent 
the  design  of  those  institutions,  which  have  been  es¬ 
tablished  for  the  express  purpose  of  preserving  and 
restoring  life  in  cases  of  this  kind  and  making  new 
discoveries  and  new  improvements  in  the  humane 
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and  godlike  art  of  Resuscitation  !  Something  less 
than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  even  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world  was  blessed  with  the  first  association  for 
this  benevolent  and  laudable  purpose.  Since  that 
period  thousands  of  our  fellow  creatures,  to  whom 
life  was  as  dear  as  to  us,  and  who  through  the  in¬ 
strumentality  of  these  associations  have  been  res¬ 
cued  from  an  untimely  grave,  and  restored  to  their 
friends  and  society,  can  bear  testimony  to  their  val¬ 
ue  and  importance.  And  tens  of  thousands  before 
that  period,  who,  for  want  of  such  establishments, 
were  hastily  consigned  to  the  land  of  darkness,  may, 
perhaps,  bewail  with  unavailing  anguish  the  circum¬ 
stance,  that  these  merciful  institutions  were  not 
known,  and  their  beneficence  enjoyed,  centuries  be¬ 
fore.  It  was  left  for  a  Willink,  a  Cogan,  and  a 
H  awes,  and  other  eminent  philanthropists  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  insti¬ 
tution,  which  has  already  done  much,  and  which 
still  promises  incalculable  benefit  to  mankind.* 
The  most  distinguished  and  the  most  extensive  of 
these  establishments  is  the  Royal  Humane  Society 
of  London.  No  institution  of  the  kind  can  rally 
such  a  cloud  of  witnesses  in  favour  of  the  resuscita- 
tive  process.  None  can  boast  so  long  a  list  of  hu¬ 
man  beings  rescued  by  its  benevolent  exertions 

*  John  Abraham  Willink,  one  of  the  founders  and  an  active  member  of 
a  Society  established  at  Amsterdam,  in  the  year  1757,  for  the  recovery  of 
drowned  persons. 

Dr.  Cogan  and  Dr.  Hawes,  founders  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society  of  Lon¬ 
don,  established  in  the  year  1774,  for  the  purpose  of  resuscitating  persons 
drowned,  suffocated,  &c. 
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from  an  untimely  grave.*  But  these  institutions 
are  now  greatly  multiplied  in  Europe  and  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  their  benign  influence  has  been  felt  by  all  clas¬ 
ses  of  the  community.  The  Humane  Society  of 
Massachusetts  is  not  the  last  in  point  of  time,  nor 
least  in  importance  and  utility  among  these  estab¬ 
lishments.  This  is  the  22d  Anniversary  since  its 
incorporation  ;  and  during  this  period  the  publick 
have  witnessed  its  benevolent  and  successful  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  The  record  of  its 
transactions,  and  the  fruit  of  its  wise  directions  and 
liberal  rewards,  are  the  best  commentary  on  its 
motto,  and  furnish  the  most  powerful  incitements  to 
continued  and  fresh  exertions  to  preserve  life 

AND  ALLEVIATE  ITS  MISERIES.f 

This  philanthropick  institution  is  not  confined  to 
the  resuscitative  process  ;  but  embraces  other  ob¬ 
jects  where  the  miseries  of  human  life  may  either  be 
prevented  or  alleviated.  The  provision  it  has 
made  for  our  sea-faring  brethren,  when  exposed  to 
peril  and  danger,  is  highly  meritorious  ;  and  by  no 
class  of  citizens  has  its  beneficence  been  more  sen¬ 
sibly  felt,  or  more  gratefully  acknowledged.  After 
the  fatigues  and  anxieties  of  even  an  ordinary  voyage, 
at  the  moment  when  his  native  hills,  rising  in  distant 
prospect  announce  its  speedy  termination,  his  heart 
elated  with  the  hope  of  soon  meeting  his  friends,  and 
again  participating  the  tender  endearments  of  domes- 
tick  life,  behold  the  unfortunate  mariner  suddenly 

*  According  to  a  late  annual  report  7410  cases  of  suspended  animation  had 
come  under  their  notice.  Of  this  number  3531,  proved  to  be  successful  cases. 

t  Motto  of  the  Humane  Society. 
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overtaken  by  a  storm  ; — driven  by  the  fury  of  the 
elements  on  a  dangerous  coast  in  the  inclemency  of 
winter  ; — his  vessel  stranded  and  shattered  by  the 
maddening  waves,  and  rolled  in  fragments  among 
the  rocks,  or  upon  a  desert  beach  his  life,  scarce¬ 
ly  preserved  from  a  watery  grave,  now  exposed  to 
new  perils  and  dangers,  with  nothing  in  prospect, 
but  the  horrours  of  a  dark  and  hopeless  night  ! 
While  thus  distressed  and  ready  to  perish,  humani¬ 
ty  ever  delighting  in  the  exercise  of  mercy,  flies  to 
his  relief,  and  points  him  to  the  friendly  hut ,  which 
her  liberality  has  erected,  and  provided  with  the 
necessary  means  of  relief  and  comfort.  What  more 
welcome  to  his  desponding  heart  !  What  more  re¬ 
viving  to  his  exhausted  spirits  !  Here  he  finds  4 4  a 
44  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the 
44  tempest.”  Here  from  the  flint  and  the  steel,  like  the 
fabled  Achates,  he  catches  a  spark,  and  lights  up 
his  cheering  fire.*  Here  he  exchanges  his  cold  and 
sea-drenched  apparel  for  the  dry  and  warm  fleece. 
And  here  he  waits  with  patient  hope  for  the  morn¬ 
ing,  44  even  a  morning  without  clouds.”  Lives 
there  a  man  so  barbarous,  so  lost  to  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  so  steeled  to  human  suffering,  as  wanton¬ 
ly  to  enter  this  lonely  shelter,  and  rob  the  poor  ship¬ 
wrecked  mariner  of  his  last,  his  only  hope  ?  If  there 
be  such  an  one,  let  him  remember,  that  every 
splinter  which  he  plunders,  will  add  for  himself  fuel 
an  hundred  fold  to  44  the  fire  that  cannot  be  quench- 
44  ed.”  For  if  it  be  criminal  to  withhold  the  means  of 


*  Virg.  M.  I  174. 
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relief  from  a  suffering  fellow-creature,  when  in  our 
power  to  bestow  them,  of  how  deep  a  dye  must 
that  crime  be,  which  plunders  from  the  child  of  wo 
those  means,  which  the  beneficence  of  others  has 
provided.  Occasional  instances  of  this  species  of 
robbery,  however,  ought  not  to  discourage  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  Humane  Society  in  behalf  of  this  val¬ 
uable  class  of  citizens.  Let  those,  who  will,  ex¬ 
press  their  sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  our  sea¬ 
men  and  their  regard  for  their  rights  by  forcing 
them  from  the  ocean,  and  driving  them  to  the  for¬ 
ests  of  Canada  for  shelter  and  protection.  Be  ours 
the  more  humane,  the  more  patriotick  employment 
to  multiply  the  means  of  relieving  them  from  occa¬ 
sional  suffering,  when  they  shall  again  be  permitted 
to  return  to  the  ocean,  and  plough  the  deep  for  per¬ 
sonal  subsistence,  and  national  wealth  and  glory. 
These  humane  exertions  in  favour  of  our  seafaring 
brethren  are  authorized  and  sanctioned  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Christ.  He  knew  the  dangers  and  felt  for 
the  distresses  of  the  mariner,  and  his  power  and 
goodness  were  often  employed  to  save  him  from 
perishing. 

III.  But  I  am  encroaching  on  the  time,  which 
I  had  reserved  for  considering  the  motives,  that  urge 
us,  as  respects  the  preservation  of  life,  to  be  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ.  But  why  repeat  what  you  have  so 
often  heard  enforced  with  all  the  powers  of  persua¬ 
sion  and  the  charms  of  eloquence  ?  Why  attempt 
to  urge  by  new  motives  a  society  of  philanthropists 
to  acts  of  humanity  and  charity  ?  Need  the  friends 
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and  supporters  of  humane  and  benevolent  associa¬ 
tions  be  told,  that  there  is  a  pleasure  in  doing  good  ? 
That  there  is  satisfaction  in  ministering  to  the  re¬ 
lief  of  human  misery,  in  wiping  the  tear  from  the 
eye  of  sorrow,  and  comforting  them  that  are  cast 
down  ?  That  there  is  unspeakable  delight  in  being 
an  instrument  in  the  hand  of  God  in  saving  the  life 
of  a  fellow  being  ?  Or,  when  apparently  dead,  in 
snatching  the  victim  from  the  grasp  of  death — pluck¬ 
ing  the  spoil  out  of  his  teeth^— and  restoring  the 
ransomed  captive  to  the  bosom  of  his  friends  ? 
What  more  Christian,  what  more  godlike,  than 
thus  to  “  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  proclaim 
4 4  liberty  to  the  captive,— to  give  to  the  mourners 
44  beauty  for  ashes — -and  the  garment  of  praise  for 
44  the  spirit  of  heaviness?”!  Look,  gentlemen,  at 
your  register.  How  many  lives,  dear  to  them¬ 
selves,  and  dearer  to  their  friends,  have  been  pre¬ 
served  through  your  agency  and  instrumentality ! 
And  for  how  many  of  your  fellow  beings  has  your 
beneficence  procured  a  respite  from  the  darkness  of 
the  grave  !  How  consoling  the  reflection,  how  pre¬ 
cious  the  thought,  that  by  your  offices  of  charity,  by 
your  humane  exertions,  the  space  for  repentance 
has  been  lengthened  out  to  some  of  your  fellow  sin¬ 
ners,  who,  but  for  the  existence  of  your  excellent 
establishment,  and  your  timely  interposition,  might 
have  been  hurried,  guilty  and  unpardoned,  into  the 
presence  of  their  God  !  Will  not  the  blessing  of 
them,  who  were  ready  to  perish,  improve  the  hap- 


*  Job  xxix.  17. 


f  Isaiah  vi.  3. 
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piness  of  this  world  ?  Will  it  not  add  to  the  feli  ¬ 
city  of  heaven  to  be  hereafter  greeted  by  these  happy 
spirits  as  the  instrument,  not  only  of  saving  their 
lives  from  premature  death  ;  but  of  prolonging  the 
day  of  grace,  and  thus  securing  for  them  life  ever¬ 
lasting  ? 

Our  happiness  depends  on  his  approbation,  whose 
“  favour  is  life,  and  whose  loving  kindness  is  better 
“  than  life.”  We  are  assured  by  the  most  express 
declarations,  that  he  beholds  with  complacency  and 
delight  every  effort  to  relieve  or  mitigateNthe  mis¬ 
eries  of  human  life.  No  act  of  beneficence  escapes 
his  notice  ;  nor,  although  performed  for  the  mean¬ 
est  of  his  servants,  shall  pass  unrewarded.  But,  af¬ 
ter  all,  humanity  must  yield  the  victory.  Death 
will  finally  triumph  over  all  her  experiments,  and 
baffle  her  most  benevolent  exertions.  “  What  man 
u  is  he  that  liveth,  and  shall  not  see  death  V9  No  sta¬ 
tion  is  so  elevated,  as  to  be  out  of  reach  of  his  ar¬ 
row.  No  life  so  valuable  or  dear  as  to  be  privileg¬ 
ed  by  the  insatiate  archer.  No  tears  excite  his  pity. 
No  anguish  moves  him  to  commiseration.  He  of¬ 
ten  aims  where  the  wound  will  be  most  keenly  felt, 
and  exults  with  a  ghastly  smile  when  the  fatal  shaft 
rives  many  a  heart.  As  if  envious  at  the  partial 
triumphs,  which  your  exertions  have  sometimes 
gained  over  him,  and  to  retaliate  for  the  victims, 
which  he  had  marked  for  his  own,  but  which 
your  humanity  had  rescued  for  a  little  space,— the 
king  of  terrours  enters  the  ranks  of  this  benevolent 
Association  ;  and,  with  an  unrelenting  hand,  strikes 
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from  our  embrace  the  advocate  and  patron  of  every 
humane  and  charitable  institution  ;  the  liberal  bene¬ 
factor ,  whose  bounty  still  survives  to  preserve  life 
and  alleviate  its  miseries;  and  a  friend  that 

LOVED  AT  ALL  TIMES - A  BROTHER  WHO  WAS 

born  for  adversity.^  Could  the  most  active 
benevolence,  could  a  heart  always  warm  and  over¬ 
flowing  with  charity,  could  a  mind  ambitious  of 
nothing,  but  to  be,  and  to  do  good,  without  weari¬ 
ness  and  without  praise, — have  been  security  for 
life,  your  late  amiable  and  beloved  Treasurer  had 
still  lived  to  encourage  by  his  example  your  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  to  enliven  by  his 
presence  this  pleasant  Festival;  and  we,  his  survi¬ 
vors,  had  not  now  been  left  to  mourn  over  him, 
saying,  Alas,  my  Brother  ! — sorrowing  most  of 

all  that  we  shall  see  his  face  no  more  !  But  He,  who 

<  » 

once  said,  “  Our  friend,  Lazarus  sleepeth  ;  but  I 
“  go,  that  I  may  awake  him  out  of  sleep” — -will 
one  day  come  again,  and  call  from  the  tomb  his 
friend  and  our  friend  r  and  the  countenance,  which 
now7  no  longer  salutes  us  by  the  way,  bearing  the 
image  of  meekness  and  benevolence,  of  mildness 
and  sweetness  within — reanimated  by  its  kindred 
spirit — -will  then  “  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  king- 
“  dom  of  his  Father.” 

The  hope  of  a  resurrection  and  the  prospect  of 
immortal  life  and  glory  urge  us,  above  all  other  mo- 

*  Among  other  respectable  members  of  the  Humane  Society,  deceased 
since  the  last  anniversary,  and  alluded  to  in  this  place,  is  John  Derby,  Esq. 
who  left  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  a  legacy  of  ^500.  And  the  Rev. 
John  Eliot,  D.  D.  one  of  its  most  active  members,  and  who  for  many  years 
had  discharged  with  great  fidelity  the  duties  of  Treasurer. 
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tives,  to  follow  Christ  in  deeds  of  benevolence — in 
acts  of  humanity  and  kindness.  After  spending 
his  life  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  mankind,  he  died 
to  conquer  the  last  enemy,  to  obtain  the  victory 
over  the  grave,  and  illumine  with  his  own  light  the 
upward  path  to  heaven,  thereby  to  convince  us,  that, 
in  the  highest  and  most  exalted  sense,  he  came  not 
to  destroy ,  but  to  save .  While,  from  motives  of 
humanity  and  Christian  benevolence,  you  are  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  interests  of  this  institution,  either 
by  your  munificence  or  personal  exertions,  besides 
providing  means  for  preserving,  perhaps,  your  own 
lives  and  meliorating  your  own  sufferings  ;~be- 
sides  securing  to  yourselves  the  unutterable  joy, 
which  Elijah  felt,  when  he  had  revived  the  breath¬ 
less  child  of  a  poor  widow — bringing  him  into  her 
house,  and  delivering  him  to  his  mother,  saying, 
See  thy  son  liveth  ;*■ — besides  all  this,  and 
more,  you  are  adding  gems  to  the  crown  and  weight 
to  the  glory,  that  are  reserved  for  the  merciful  be¬ 
yond  the  grave.  “Be  not,  therefore,  weary  in  well- 
“  doing  ;  for  in  due  season  ye  shall  reap,  if  ye  faint 
“  not.”  “  Follow”  the  example  of  “  them,  who 
“  through  faith,  and  patience,”  and  charity  “  are  in- 
“  heriting  the  promises.”  Above  all,  follow  Him, 
who  came  into  the  world  to  preserve  life  and  allevi¬ 
ate  its  miseries ,  and  to  seek  and  to  save 

THAT  WHICH  WAS  LOST.f 


1  Kings  xvii.  23. 


f  Luke  xix.  10. 
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LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  SECRETARY  Off 

THE  HUMANE  SOCIETY. 


Mount  Vernon,  June  22d,  1788. 

Reverend  and  respected  Sir, 

YOUR  acceptable  favour  of  the  16th 
of  May,  covering  a  recent  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Humane  Society,  has,  within  a  few  days  past,  been  put  into  my 
hands. 

I  observe,  with  singular  satisfaction,  the  cases  in  which  your 
benevolent  institution  has  been  instrumental  in  recalling  some  of 
our  fellow  creatures  (as  it  were)  from  beyond  the  gates  of  eterni¬ 
ty,  and  lias  given  occasion  for  the  hearts  of  parents  and  friends 
to  leap  for  joy. — The  provision  made  for  shipwrecked  mariners 
is  also  highly  estimable  in  the  view  of  every  philanthropic!?: 
mind  and  greatly  consolatory  to  that  suffering  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity. — These  things  will  draw  upon  you  the  blessings  of  those 
w  ho  w  ere  ready  to  perish. “'-These  works  of  charity  and  good-will 
towards  men  reflect,  in  my  estimation,  great  lustre  upon  the  au¬ 
thors,  and  presage  an  sera  of  still  farther  improvements. — How 
pitiful,  in  the  eye  of  reason  and  religion,  is  that  false  ambition 
w  hid)  desolates  the  world  with  fire  and  sword  for  the  purposes 
of  conquest  and  fame  ;  when  compared  to  the  milder  virtues  of 
making  our  neighbours  and  our  fellowr  men  as  happy  as  their  frail 
conditions  and  perishable  natures  will  permit  them  to  be  ! 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  proposed  general  government 
meets  with  your  approbation,  as  indeed  it  does  with  that  of 
most,  disinterested  and  discerning  men.  The  convention  of 
this  state  is  now  in  session,  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  con¬ 
stitution  will  be  adopted  by  it,  though  not  without  considerable 
opposition.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  commendable  example 
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exhibited  by  the  minority  in  your  state  will  not  be  without  its 
salutary  influence  in  this.  In  truth  it  appears  to  me  that  (should 
the  proposed  government  be  generally  and  harmoniously  adopt¬ 
ed)  it  will  be  a  new  phenomenon  in  the  political  and  moral 
world  ;  and  an  astonishing  victory  gained  by  enlightened  reason 
over  brutal  force.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  great  con¬ 
sideration. 

Reverend  and  respected  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON 


The  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D,  D. 


